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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is in response to application filed on January 12, 2004. 
Claims 1-40 are pending and presented for examination on the merits. 

Drawings 

New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in this 
application because most all the drawings contain hand-written annotations and most 
figures are not legible. Applicant is advised to employ the services of a competent 
patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office no 
longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Waddington et al. (US 2002/0010661, hereinafter Waddington) in view of Franco 
(US 7,257,552). 
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As per claim 1 1 , Waddington discloses a method for managing items in a supply chain 
comprising: capturing item identification information associated with a plurality of items 
associated with unique sources and destinations into a computer inclusive of a 
processor and data storage, each of the plurality of items being identified for supply 
chain management ([paragraph][0085], wherein information about an item which is part 
of a distribution chain is scanned using a delivery device. See also [0079], several 
distribution centers and Figure 1 , plurality of retail stores and [0097], cross-dock); 
receiving first user input corresponding to a user-selected consolidation mode relative to 
consolidation and routing of transport of a set of items associated with the user ([0089], 
user selected pallet mode relative to consolidation, multiple containers consolidated in a 
pallet and routing); commencing distribution of each item of the set of items to its 
associated destination in accordance with the routing specified by the user 
corresponding thereto ([0085], operations performed for the delivery of items in 
accordance with routing specified, the routing being specified by being chosen. See 
also [0011]). 

Waddington does not explicitly disclose in connection with an associated pooled 
transport distribution system; receiving second user input corresponding to each of the 
plurality of sources, each received second user input being representative of a selection 
of at least one of a plurality of capturing modes, wherein each capturing mode is 
adapted for creating associated information by associating the captured item 
identification information with supply chain information in accordance with one of the 
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plurality of sources corresponding thereto; communicating the associated information to 
the data storage for storage in accordance with one of the plurality of sources 
corresponding thereto. 

However, Waddington discloses a distribution system (Figure 1) and Franco teaches an 
aggregated transport distribution system for gathering items from a plurality of sources 
consolidating the items at an aggregated site and delivering the items to different 
destinations ([column:line][1 3:8-20]. See also figures 20 and 22A and Figure 3). 
Waddington further discloses in paragraph [0088], wherein user is able to input his 
selection based on the displayed options and [0089], wherein corresponding plurality of 
distribution centers are identified. See also Waddington [0085], wherein the information 
gathered is uploaded to the distribution center computer system and [0079], several 
distribution centers. Franco further teaches identifying a plurality of merchants, 
sources, and associating these with their respective items which will be delivered to the 
Order Aggregation Site and eventually to their final destination (Figure 22A). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify the invention as disclosed by Waddington and replace the distribution system 
as disclosed by Waddington with an order aggregation system and the distribution 
centers with merchants as taught by Franco in order to expand business opportunities. 

As per claim 12, Waddington further discloses wherein the receiving the second user 
input includes receiving second user input, each second user input being representative 
of a selection of at least one of a plurality of capturing modes including at least one of a 
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consolidation stage, a grid area stage, a loading vehicle stage, a delivery stage angora 
pick up stage ([0088], "Pre Load", "Route Select", "Manifest". See also Figure 4). 

As per claim 13, Waddington further discloses wherein the consolidation stage mode is 
adapted for associating the captured item information with supply chain information 
comprising at least one of a pallet identification with which the item has been 
associated, a time of capture information, a date of capture information or item 
classification information ([0089], "Route Select", pallet mode. See also [0090], date 
and time of deliveries. See also [0096], wherein containers are classified as full or half). 

As per claim 14, Waddington further discloses wherein the grid area stage mode is 
adapted for associating the captured item information with supply chain information 
comprising at least one of a grid identification with which the item has been associated, 
a time of capture information or a date of capture information ([0081] and [0083], 
wherein a barcode associated with a location in a warehouse is scanned and forms part 
of the item unique identifier which is again scanned on "PreLoad" [0087]. See also 
[0090], date and time of deliveries). 

As per claim 15, Waddington further discloses wherein the loading vehicle stage mode 
is adapted for associating the captured item information with supply chain information 
comprising at least one of a vehicle identification, wherein the vehicle has been 
identified for transporting the item, a time of capture information, a date of capture 
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information, and a delivery destination ([0089], "Route Select", Truck number. See also 
[0090], date and time of deliveries and [0091], delivery stops). 

As per claim 16, Waddington further discloses wherein the delivery stage mode is 
adapted for associating the captured item information with supply chain information 
comprising at least one of a time of capture information, a date of capture information, 
item damage information or item refusal information ([0099], "Manifest", items flagged 
as refused. See also Figure 53, wherein the user can choose "Unsalable Rcvd 
Damaged"). 

As per claim 17, Waddington further discloses wherein the pick up stage mode is 
adapted for associating the captured item information with supply chain information 
comprising at least one of a time of capture information, a date of capture information, 
an item recipient identity, item damage information or item refusal information ([0099], 
"Manifest" includes date and time, items flagged as refused and [01 10], receiving 
agent's name. See also Figure 53, wherein the user can choose "Unsalable Rcvd 
Damaged"). 

As per claim 18, Waddington further discloses wherein the communicating means 
comprises at least one of a physical connection to the data storage device, a wireless 
connection to the data storage device, a Bluetooth TM connection to the data storage 
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device or a 802.1 1 connection to the storage device ([0086], delivery device wirelessly 
communicates with distribution center computer). 

As per claim 19, Waddington further discloses wherein the data storage device is 
adapted to be accessed through an Internet connection ([0079], orders to distribution 
center computer received through internet. See also [01 19], distribution center 
computer accessed through internet). 

As per claim 20, Waddington further discloses wherein the data storage device 
comprises means adapted for formatting the associated information in accordance with 
an input user request ([0079], orders received by mail are entered into the distribution 
center computer. See also [0086], wherein information about deliveries is uploaded to 
the distribution center computer). 

As per claims 1-10 and 21-40, claims 1-10 and 21-40 recite substantially similar 
limitations to claim 1 1-20 and are therefore rejected using the same art and rational set 
forth above. 

Please Note: A recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention must result in a 
structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in order to 
patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure is 
capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-40 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However, examiner notes that in response to 
applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of applicant's 
invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., "delivery 
directions received from a user", "the consolidation mode is concerned with grouping 
goods or items prior to delivery", "consolidation mode relates to the building of the 
pallets at the pool distributor's terminal and not distinguishing between a pallet and a 
box in the scanner at or during delivery such as on the delivery route") are not recited in 
the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 
F.2d 1181,26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HAJIME ROJAS whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5491 . The examiner can normally be reached on EST. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Florian Zeender 
can be reached on (571 )272-6790. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/HAJIME ROJAS/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
/Ramsey Refai/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



